Introduction

1
The "Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter 1972", the "London Convention" for short, is one of the first global conventions to protect the marine environment from human activities and has been in force since 1975. Its objective is to promote the effective control of all sources of marine pollution and to take all practicable steps to prevent pollution of the sea by dumping of wastes and other matter. Currently, 87 States are Contracting Parties to this Convention.
2
The 1996 Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (the London Protocol) represents a modern and comprehensive global agreement with the objective of protecting the marine environment from pollution caused by disposal at sea. It will, eventually, replace the original London Convention agreed in the early 1970s. Under the Protocol, all dumping is prohibited, except for possibly acceptable wastes on the so-called "reverse list". The Protocol entered into force on 24 March 2006 and there are currently 46 Contracting Parties to the Protocol.
3
From the outset, the London Protocol was developed as a self-contained treaty, rather than as a set of amendments to the London Convention 1972 and, when it was negotiated, Parties agreed that:
.1 the Protocol would supersede the Convention as between Contracting Parties to the Protocol which are also Parties to the Convention (article 23); and .2 a Party to the Convention deciding to also become a Party to the Protocol would not be required to denounce the Convention.
4
IMO is responsible for Secretariat duties in relation to both the Convention and Protocol.
5
Contracting Parties to the Convention and Protocol meet jointly on an annual basis to report on activities, discuss issues and decide on implementation matters relevant to both agreements. To assist in this work, they have established a work programme to provide guidance to Contracting Parties and the Secretariat on activities agreed and under way.
6
This Joint Long-term Programme (JLTP) outlines the tasks and activities undertaken by Contracting Parties and the Secretariat in relation to the Convention and Protocol and includes the activities given to the Scientific Groups under the London Convention and Protocol and to the Compliance Group. It also includes target completion dates and a priority level for each activity (the number of x's denotes priority level, as indicated in the appendices). This document is intended as a task-oriented reference through its provision of information on activities, contacts and status. It is also intended to provide Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties with a better understanding of Convention/Protocol activities. It is updated by the Secretariat each year and is reviewed yearly by the governing bodies. Note that the JLTP for 2016-2018 has been reorganized to more closely follow the structure and items on the most recent agendas for the respective meetings of the governing bodies and their subsidiary bodies. Description: Since 1998 the Scientific Group(s) noted that much attention had been given to development of the Waste Assessment Guidance and agreed that submissions in the future on alternative waste management options would also be important for the purposes of technical cooperation and assistance. In 2015, the Scientific Groups requested the Secretariat to liaise with the United States (Ms. Cynthia Banks) on the development of a structure for the overview of waste prevention and sea disposal techniques. Contracting Parties were also invited to provide pertinent documents and web links regarding waste prevention and sea disposal techniques per circular LC-LP.1/Circ.65. Description: In 2014, the governing bodies were informed, by means of an oral presentation by a representative from the International Seabed Authority (ISA), on the objectives and workings of ISA. It was noted, inter alia, that there are areas of overlap between the work of the two bodies, as well as potential gaps and opportunities for cooperation. Circular letter LC-LP.1/Circ.69 was issued to Contracting Parties with a view to collecting information.
GOAL 1 Develop Guidance and Address Technical and Scientific Issues to Implement the London Convention and Protocol
In 2015, the governing bodies encouraged Contracting Parties to continue to share information (with the Secretariat and with others) on relevant regulations and best practices on deep seabed mining; encouraged a continued dialogue between the Secretariat, ISA, SPREP and SPC; instructed the Secretariat to provide a full report to the Scientific Groups on all responses to the Circular (LC-LP.1/Circ.69) on deep seabed mining, for consideration by the Scientific Groups; and requested the Scientific Groups to provide advice to the governing bodies on the appropriate next steps to take based on the information provided by the Secretariat. Meanwhile, a correspondence group on the marine disposal of tailings from land-based mining and wastes from deep seabed mining, under the lead of Peru (Captain Fidel Reyes Melendez: fidel.reyes@dicapi.mil.pe), was established to, inter alia, monitor, as appropriate, the activities of ISA, SPC and SPREP, identify emerging issues of relevance to LC/LP and engage the governing bodies and scientific groups as necessary, with regard to, inter alia, providing advice to these bodies; and submit an interim report to the Scientific Groups and a report to the governing bodies in 2016. 
Underwater Sound from Anthropogenic Sources (LC-LP related noise issues only)
Description: In 2013, the Scientific Groups were informed of work being undertaken in relation to underwater noise from anthropogenic sources, and noted that it would be premature to prescribe any action in relation to dredging activities at this stage, and that it would be beneficial to ascertain the full extent and impact of noise emanating from such activities before any action could be considered. In 2014, the Scientific Groups noted that MEPC 66 had approved the Guidelines for the reduction of underwater noise from commercial shipping (MEPC.1/Circ.833). In 2015, the Scientific Groups noted the information provided by WODA and CEDA on this topic. (16)). The amendment also included an agreement that within 25 years of the entry into force of the amended paragraph 6 of annex I, Contracting Parties shall complete a scientific study relating to all radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter other than high level wastes or other matter and shall review the position of such substances in annex I (London Convention, annex I, article 12). The amendment of article 6 of annex I to the Convention entered into force on 20 February 1994, and thus the scientific study should be completed before 2019. Similarly, the London Protocol (annex 1, article 3) provides an analogous review with the same timeframe.
In 2014, the governing bodies agreed that a step-by-step assessment approach could be employed, in order to determine the type and level of review that would be needed to fulfil the requirements of the LC/LP. That approach could include, inter alia, a literature review focusing on the period after 1993 (including the highly relevant recent IAEA reports) and a review of the IGPRAD report. In 2015, the governing bodies reviewed and approved the work plan and outline for literature review drafted by the correspondence group under the lead of United Kingdom (Dr. Chris Vivian: chris.vivian@cefas.co.uk) as set out in LC 37/10/1 and annex 10 to LC 37/16. The correspondence group will continue to work according to the approved work plan and report back to the Scientific Groups meetings and governing bodies in 2016. It is also an obligation for the Parties to the London Protocol to submit reports under articles 9.4.2 and 9.4.3 on a regular basis. In 2015, the governing body of the London Protocol decided to encourage Contracting Parties to submit such reports.
Also in 2015, the Scientific Groups indicated that it might be useful for Contracting Parties to submit information on their specific administrative permitting arrangements for disposal of vessels at sea, as well as on their methodology for assessing potential alternatives to disposal at sea of vessels.
LC/LP & SG action:
Parties to submit reports accordingly/review submissions Task manager:
Contracting Parties/Secretariat/Scientific Groups Target completion date: For annual dumping report, circular issued annually in July, submission by 1 October Terms of reference:
Article VI(4) of the Convention/article 9.4 of the Protocol; articles 9.4.2 and 9. In 2015, the Scientific Groups discussed several issues on better compilation of the summary reports, including the harmonization of the units, the conversion ratio for the dredged material, the multi-year permit, and the monitoring data.
In In 2015, the governing bodies noted that the three-year trial period of the 2011 revised reporting format had ended and recalled that the Scientific Groups at their joint session in April 2015 had tasked the CGADR to comment on the trial use of the revised format (LC/SG 38/16, paragraph 5.17). This issue would be revisited at the next joint session of the Scientific Groups in 2016. Noting that the GISIS reporting module has been finalized, the governing bodies also instructed the Secretariat to issue the invitation circular for Parties to start using the GISIS reporting module as the preferred option for reporting. It was agreed to keep the module under review and make further improvements once Parties had gained experience with this new way of reporting.
CGADR action:
Review the revised electronic reporting format CPs' action:
Start using the reporting module and gain experience Task manager:
CGADR/Secretariat/Contracting Parties Target completion date: Ongoing Terms of reference: None Most recent reference:
LC 37/16, paragraphs 7.13, 7.14 and 7.18
Enhanced collaboration with Regional bodies on reporting
Description: Contracting Parties have the choice, under article VI(4) of the London Convention and article 9.4 of the Protocol, to report either directly to IMO on their dumping activities, or through a Secretariat established under a regional agreement. It is envisioned that once the GISIS module for reporting is fully established, the strengthening of cooperation with the UNEP Regional Seas secretariats and the secretariats of other Regional Conventions would become a reality.
In 2015, the governing bodies noted that some inconsistencies exist regarding reporting format between LC/LP and certain regional convention, which would affect the compilation of summary reports in the future. It was recommended that the Secretariat contact to make sure the reported dumping data in compliance with the LC/LP reporting requirements. The Compliance Group requested the Secretariat to continue to generate documents reporting its outreach activities conducted intersessionally that would be of interest to the Group. The governing bodies also encouraged Parties to continue to reach out to neighbouring countries that are not reporting, and to indicate if they need assistance in preparing the reports. (2012), Argentina (2013) and the United States (2014). These workshops provided, inter alia, an overall legal framework for marine pollution management to promote the London Protocol, address sectoral problems and give direction to integrated approaches to solve problems related to the marine environment. National workshops are increasingly being conducted, to provide a deeper understanding of the London Protocol, with a view to assisting in ratification/accession.
In 2010, the governing bodies adopted a follow-up evaluation questionnaire, which would be forwarded to workshop participants at some time after the conclusion of a regional or national workshop, to evaluate the effectiveness of past national or regional workshops on the London Convention and Protocol.
In 2015, the governing bodies recalled that, given the low rate of responses to the follow-up questionnaire, the B2C Steering group was instructed to develop recommendations on how to improve the feedback from the technical cooperation activities. The Meetings agreed that there was an urgent need to improve the situation considerably, and to understand the reasons for this low interest in the follow-up. The governing bodies instructed the Secretariat to continue to distribute the questionnaire, or when appropriate the IMO evaluation system, to past participants and to provide an analysis of the responses to the next session of the Scientific Groups in 2016 for their review. In 2014, the Scientific Groups had noted that improving access to information sources and references for all of the waste streams could be a worthwhile effort and a valuable resource for both current and prospective Parties, and had established a correspondence group, under the lead of the Secretariat, to initiate the development of an online repository of information resources on all waste streams regulated under the London Convention and Protocol (LC/SG 37/16, paragraphs 12.1 to 12.3).
In 2015, the governing bodies encouraged the Contracting Parties to submit relevant documents that can be included in the Secretariat's efforts to improve access to information sources and references for all waste streams and instructed the Secretariat to continue improving the website, and report to the governing bodies as and when needed. The Compliance Group also requested the Secretariat to explore IMO limitations concerning changes to the LP website and inform the Group about which updates are possible and which are not, and provide a further update about the possibility of establishing and maintaining a "LinkedIn" page following discussions with the IMO Media team. Description: At the 26th Consultative Meeting, it was agreed that the Secretariat would review the information on the London Convention/Protocol, and its achievements, in other publications of the United Nations system (e.g. World Bank publications).
LC/LP action:
Reach out to other United Nations bodies as appropriate Task manager: Secretariat Target completion date: Ongoing Terms of reference: None Most recent reference:
LC 31/15, paragraphs 11.38 to11.40
Promotion of London Protocol at international meetings
Description: Recent Consultative Meetings have considered several plans for outreach activities to promote the London Protocol. The pace of ratifications has levelled off. Continued efforts to promote the Protocol are seen as important particularly at international meetings and relevant regional bodies.
In 2015, the governing bodies re-emphasized the importance of a continuous and active dialogue with the regional environmental conventions and their secretariats, and instructed the Secretariat to make every effort to strengthen the cooperation at regional level. The governing bodies also instructed the Secretariat to continue forwarding LC/LP brochures and other useful information to the secretariats of various regional bodies to promote the London Protocol. Description: In 2015, the governing bodies noted that the following documents were planned for publication:
.1 the planned LC/LP publication on CO2 sequestration in sub-seabed geological formations had been delayed and was therefore still under preparation; and .2 an updated version of the Convention and Protocol legal texts was being considered for publication in late 2015 or 2016.
Also in 2015, the governing bodies adopted the 2015 Guidelines for the application of the de minimis concept as set out in annex 9 to LC 37/16, and instructed the Secretariat to publish the guidelines as soon as possible in all three working languages of IMO.
In addition, several Parties had requested to update of the 1991 publication "The London Dumping Convention, the first Decade and Beyond". However, this publication is subject to availability of funds as well as resource mobilization, consultant search and contract. Also in 2015, the governing bodies noted that the Secretariat had received a number of requests for national and regional workshops to be implemented, depending on funds available from the Trust Fund and other sources, in 2015-2016, and were also reminded of the continued need for Parties to encourage experts to register with the IMO roster of experts for technical cooperation, as initially announced in LC-LP.1/Circ.59.
LC/LP action:
Update NFP information in GISIS module/experts register in IMO roster Target completion date: Ongoing Terms of reference: None Most recent reference:
LC 37/16, paragraphs 7.17, 7.18 and 8.11
Increase ratifications to the London Protocol
Description: In 2014, the governing bodies established a correspondence group under the lead of Germany and Canada (Dr. Harald Ginzky: harald.ginzky@uba.de, and Ms. Linda Porebski: linda.porebski@ec.gc.ca) to conduct an analysis of the possible reasons for non-ratification of the London Protocol, including its amendments, taking into account the work of the LP Compliance Group as well as the Barriers to Compliance Steering Group. This group would also explore options for encouraging and facilitating an increase in the number and rate of LP ratifications/accessions.
In 2015, the governing bodies approved: a third round of surveys to elicit feedback; a revision of the "Guidance on National Implementation" document; the development of an implementation plan for increasing ratifications to the Protocol; the development of a document on the benefits of being a Party to the Protocol; work on the scope and content of promotional material to be developed to increase ratification; further consideration of the Pilot Country Concept along the lines of the Lead Partnering Countries concept in the GloBallast Partnership Project for the implementation of the Ballast Water Management Convention; and the proposals for raising awareness in paragraph 9 of LC 37/WP.7. The governing bodies also agreed to consider options to discourage States from acceding to the Convention and to explore the feasibility of optıons for consideration by London Convention Parties as to closing the London Conventıon to further accessıons. 
Advice from international organizations on specific issues -GESAMP
Description: GESAMP has recently held regular sessions in Paris (2007), Accra (2008 ), Geneva (2009 ), Bangkok (2010 ), Monaco (2011 ), New York (2012 ), Vienna (2013 ), Malmö (2014 and Paris (2015) . The "mission" of GESAMP is to "provide authoritative, independent, interdisciplinary scientific advice to organizations and governments to support the protection and sustainable use of the marine environment".
GESAMP has organized an international conference on mine tailings hosted by Peru in Lima in June 2015. Also in 2015, the governing bodies noted that GESAMP had considered the establishment of two working groups (WGs) as requested by IMO, one on marine geoengineering and one on mine tailings, and had decided to proceed with the establishment of WG 41 on marine geoengineering. LC 37/16, paragraphs 11.6 to 11.14, and annex 4, paragraph 12.3
GOAL 8
Address Overarching and Cross-cutting Issues
Develop a strategic plan for the Convention and Protocol
Description: In 2013, the governing bodies noted the need to review the objectives, content and relationship of a number of "strategic" documents that had been adopted in order to guide, prioritize and track the work of the LC/LP, with a view to avoiding duplication and developing a useful document that would meet the overall objectives of the London Convention and Protocol. Legend: XXX high-priority item XX medium-priority item X low-priority item
APPENDIX II FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME OF THE COMPLIANCE GROUP UNDER THE 1996 PROTOCOL TO THE LONDON CONVENTION 1972
The following future work programme of the Compliance Group up to and including its 9th session in 2016 was approved at the 10th Meeting of Contracting Parties to the London Protocol, held at IMO from 12 to 16 October 2015:
.1 Treat individual submissions of possible non-compliance as a priority in the work programme when they arise;
.2 Continue working relationships with other relevant LP groups;
.3 Continue to review dumping reports referred to the Compliance Group pursuant to paragraph 6.2 of the CPM, including where concerns have been identified by the LP Scientific Group;
.4 Consistent with the CPM, assist non-Contracting Parties requesting support in acceding to the Protocol;
.5 Assist Contracting Parties to meet compliance obligations, and support interested non-Contracting Parties in strengthening reporting and other requirements that would facilitate their accession to the Protocol;
.6 Continue to identify and review the factors contributing to the difficulties experienced by Contracting Parties in fulfilling their reporting obligations under article 9.4.1 of the Protocol; identify and review the factors contributing to the difficulties experienced by Contracting Parties in fulfilling their reporting obligations under article 9.4.2 of the Protocol; identify options to address those factors; and make recommendations for improving the rate of reporting under the Protocol and keep under review the presentation of the information contained in the reports;
.7 Examine reports received under LP articles 9.4.2 and 9.4.3, use these results in combination with historical documents to clarify the intention behind these requirements, and develop materials to facilitate compliance with these reporting requirements;
.8 Ensure historical documents related to the development of the London Protocol are available to Parties;
.9 Review and develop materials and inputs regarding its role in compliance promotion in collaboration with the Secretariat; and .10 Facilitate the creation of tools to support the development of implementing legislation for the London Protocol. 
